Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.141; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.6.
The title compound, C 15 H 14 O 5 , crystallizes with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit in which the benzene rings are inclined at dihedral angles of 79.4 (1) and 84.2 (1) . In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into double chains propagating in [001] . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Related literature

Comment
The diphenyl ether analogs existing in many natural products exhibit various bioactivities, such as antitubercular (Kini et al., 2009 ), antibacterial (Hua et al., 2009 ), and cytotoxic (Asakawa, 2001 activities. Most of the diphenyl ethers were synthesized by Ullman coupling (Bringmann et al., 1990) , using Cu complexes as catalysts. Herewith we present the title compound (I) -a new derivative of diphenyl ether.
The asymmetric unit of (I) contains two independent molecules (Fig. 1) . In the independent molecules, two benzene rings form the dihedral angles of 79.4 (1) and 84.2 (1)°, respectively. In the crystal structure, O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table   1 ) link the molecules into doubled chains propagated in [001] .
Experimental
(3-Bromo-4-methoxyphenyl)methanol (5.00 g, 23.04 mmol), and methyl 4-hydroxybenzoate (3.50 g, 23.04 mmol), potassium carbonate (3.17 g, 46.08 mmol), and cupric oxide (0.18 g, 2.25 mmol) in pyridine (20 ml) were added in flask and the mixture was stirred under reflux for 12 h. The pyridine was distilled in vacuo and the residue was extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (3*30 ml). The solution was concentrated and the residue was purified by flash column chromatograph on Al 2 O 3 ,
The yield of the coupling product was 4.35 g (65%) as white solid. The coupling products was hydrolyzed with 20% NaOH aq and then acidified to pH=6.0 with 1M HCl. The final product was extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (3*20 ml) and obtained the white solid by vacuum distillation. (4.11 g, 99%). The colourless crystals suitable for an X-ray diffraction experiment were obtained by cystal growth from ethanol.
Refinement
All the H atoms were located in difference maps; then placed in idealized positions [C-H 0.93-0.97 Å; O-H 0.82 Å] and treated as riding atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 U eq of the parent atom. Figures   Fig. 1 . Two independent molecules of (I) showing the atomic numbering and 50% probabilty displacement ellipsoids. 
Special details
